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When a person is sick or homebound, it’s 
easy for them to feel disconnected 
from the Church. Physically pre-

vented from attending Mass or parish events, 
they can feel forgotten or alone, separated 
from the community they once faithfully 
served. This is why, says ministry coordi-
nator Marilyn Seiler, it’s so important that 
we continue bringing them Holy Communion 
through St. Francis Xavier’s Homebound Min-
istry. Representing the entire parish com-
munity, these parish volunteers help remind 
our sick brothers and sisters how loved and 
connected they still are to the Church. 

“We’re there to make sure these individuals 
continue to receive Holy Communion on a regular basis,” Marilyn says. “To 
remind them that they aren’t alone. They are still receiving the support and 
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Homebound parishioner Mary 
Davenport receiving Holy 

Communion following a recent 
cardiac procedure.
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When Pope St. John Paul II composed his 
message for 2002 World Communica-
tions Day, even at that relatively early 

stage of the Internet, the Holy Father recognized 
the essential role that technology had and would 
continue to have in shaping evangelization.

“The most recent advancements in 
communications and information have put 
the Church in front of previously unheard-of 
possibilities for evangelization,” he wrote.

Now, with the Internet as our primary source 
for information, Fr. O’Brien saw a need for an 
improved website for current parishioners and, 
like Pope St. John Paul II said, as a means of 
evangelization. After much work, the new site was 
launched the week after Easter. 

“Over the past few years, there has been 
an evident increase in the use of technology,” 
says Communication Director Lauren Lacy. 
“Our website is the number-one way to push 
information out to a large number of people. We 
wanted something that was a little more up-to-date 
in design and accessible to visitors.”

Much of the information is the same as the 
previous version of the website, but it’s better 
organized and more visually appealing. 

“Overall, this website makes life easier for 
parishioners and staff,” Lauren says. “We wanted 
a website that looks good, gets people basic 
information, and allows them to find what they are 
looking for in a short period of time.” 

The other goal of the website is to attract new 
parishioners to St. Francis Xavier. Lauren thinks 
that goal is aided by the 3D scan of the parish by 
Matterport Technologies. With our church’s exterior 
beauty, many wonder what the inside looks like. 

“With the 3D scan, I am able to pull up the 
interior of the parish and essentially take people 
on a virtual tour,” Lauren says. “It’s the next best 
thing to standing inside it.” 

The benefit to potential parishioners is clear, 
but the new website also is convenient for current 
parishioners. The website has a “connect” tab with 
links to homilies, podcasts and bulletins. It also 
clearly displays information on Faith Formation for 
all ages, and lists upcoming events. Lauren says 
the website will be continually updated with future 
events. 

“The biggest benefit to using the website is 
being ‘in the know’ with all the happenings around 
St. Francis Xavier,” she says. “As to be expected 
with such an active parish, there is always 
something taking place.” 

What does Pope Francis have to say about 
the Internet? In 2016, he was quoted saying the 
Internet, social media and text messages are a “gift 
from God” if used wisely. 

Lauren agrees and is pleased with the outcome 
of the redesigned website. She hopes it can be a 
tool to get the word out about all the great things 
happening in our parish.

Improved Website
to Spread the Good News 

If you would like to check out the improved 
website, please visit www.sfxstillwater.org. 

You can contact Communications 
Director Lauren Lacy with questions 

405-372-6886 or lauren@sfxstillwater.org.

http://www.sfxstillwater.org
mailto:lauren@sfxstillwater.org
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The summer is in full 
swing at St. Francis 
Xavier, and what a sum-

mer we've got planned. We 
don't slow down in the month 
of July, and this newslet-
ter draws your attention to 
several ministries within 
the parish that are helping 
us take care of the needy in 
our midst and to evangelize 
those outside the parish.

In addition to our social 
media — Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram — our website, 
www.SFXStillwater.org, is a 
key piece of our evangelization 
efforts. Staff member Lauren 
Lacy worked very hard on 
creating the new website. We 

wanted it to be beautiful and 
helpful to parishioners and 
visitors alike. Go check it out!

For our young people 
(grades 7-12) we're offering 
"Camp Xavier," a week long 
apologetics camp where 
students will have the 
opportunity for adoration, 
Confession, personal witness 
talks, and solid Catholic 
teaching on issues they are 
being faced with. If there's 
a middle or high schooler in 
your life, please encourage 
them to come.

Finally, we're featuring two 
ministries that assist those 
in need. The Mother Teresa 
Ministry helps individuals and 

families in Payne County with 
their immediate needs. Run 
by parishioner Clem Ward and 
manned by a wonderful army 
of volunteers, those in need 
receive what they need and the 
opportunity to pray. What a gift!

The other ministry, led 
by Marilyn Seiler and our 
deacons, is the Homebound 
Ministry. There are dozens of 
men and women in our parish 
who can't come to Mass. The 
Homebound Ministry brings the 
Eucharist to them. I'm fond of 
saying, "When you can't come 
to Church, the Church comes 
to you!" These ministers make 
that possible.

I am so grateful to all who 
make these ministries possible 
and active! Let's continue to 
make Jesus the center of our 
lives and to evangelize those 
around us!

In Christ,

Rev. Brian O’Brien
Pastor, St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church

Dear Parishioners,

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Let Us Be Active in Faith and Evangelization 
this Summer

http://www.SFXStillwater.org
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There has perhaps been 
no greater model of loving 
service in modern times 

than the one given us by St. 
Teresa of Calcutta. Prior to her 
beatification by the Church, she 
was known simply as Mother 
Teresa, and while the name 
pointed to her role as the head 
and foundress of the Mission-
aries of Charity, she also acted 
as a mother to countless indi-
viduals, tending selflessly to the 
poor and sick throughout her 
life. Here in the Catholic com-
munity of Stillwater, the aptly 

named Mother Teresa Ministry 
seeks to follow the example of St. 
Teresa of Calcutta by reaching 
out to those in need in our area.

Established in the early 
1980s, the Mother Teresa 
Ministry provides food and gas 
vouchers to individuals who find 
themselves experiencing a time 
of financial duress. Individuals 
may receive assistance from 
this ministry once a year by 
calling a dedicated phone line 
to inquire. Volunteers come in 
each day for an hour or two to 
listen to messages and respond. 

The distribution of vouchers 
takes place each week at the 
centrally located St. John the 
Evangelist Church.

The food vouchers from Food 
Pyramid and gas vouchers from 
Cowboy Corner are purchased 
primarily with funds raised 
through special offertory 
collections. At St. Francis Xavier, 
the collections from the following 
six Holy Days go toward the 
Mother Teresa Ministry — Ash 
Wednesday; Holy Thursday; the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God (Jan. 1); the Assumption of 
Mary (Aug. 15); All Saints’ Day 
(Nov. 1); and the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8). 

Each year, the generosity of 
area parishioners is evident in the 
amount of aid that this ministry 
is able to offer those in need.

“Last year we distributed 
about 330 or 360 vouchers,” 
says Clem Ward, coordinator 
of the Mother Teresa Ministry. 
“That’s roughly 30 a month on 
average and about $24,000 a 
year. It varies month to month. 
We see an uptick in winter 
when heating bills are higher, 
and in summer when electricity 
bills are higher and when some 
school kids may not have a 
summer feeding program.”

Clem, a retired agricultural 
economist who is also on the 
board for the Our Daily Bread 
food pantry, has always had a 

Mother TeresaMinistry

Annette O’Connor, 
a volunteer with 

the Mother Teresa 
Ministry, distributes 

food and gas vouchers.
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desire to help address the issue 
of hunger. He says that most 
people living in Stillwater would 
be surprised by how much need 
exists right here in our own 
local community. 

By offering assistance in the 
form of food and gas vouchers 
and limiting the assistance to 
once per year for each individual 
or family, the Mother Teresa 
Ministry helps those who find 
themselves experiencing a 
particular time of need.

“One thing that is really 
gratifying to see is that 85 
percent of the people we serve 
don’t need help again,” Clem 
says. “They are what you’d 
consider the ‘transient poor’ 
— there is often an illness, or 
a car or home repair that puts 
them underwater. If we can help 
get them back on their feet, that 
is wonderful.”

Volunteers who serve with 
the Mother Teresa Ministry 
find great inspiration in the 
life and work of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta and the example of 
loving service she provided to 
countless men, women and 
children throughout her lifetime. 
They are also inspired by the 
expressions of gratitude received 

from those who are helped by 
this special ministry.

For Clem, participating in 
the Mother Teresa Ministry is a 
wonderful way for parishioners 
to live as intentional disciples 
of Christ and good stewards of 
God’s bountiful gifts.

“We’re helping people who 
really need help,” he says. “And 
we’re called to do that. It’s part 
of our Catholic Christian calling 

— whether you refer to the 
Gospels, the social teachings, or 
listen to Pope Francis — we’re 
called to help the poorest and 
neediest amongst us, and this 
is a corporal work of mercy that 
we can perform. It’s part of being 
the eyes and ears of Christ. It’s 
an extension of our faith — we 
can pray for someone, but it’s 
also important to do things for 
them when we can.”

Mother TeresaMinistry

Are you interested in volunteering with (or donating to) the Mother Teresa Ministry? Find 
out more about this invaluable ministry and the ways that it is touching the lives of so many 
in our local area — please contact Clem Ward at 405-564-4564 or cmbjward@sbcglobal.net.

Helping Local Individuals 
and Families in Need

Mimi Ward returns 
telephone calls 

from those seeking 
assistance through the 
Mother Teresa Ministry.

mailto:cmbjward@sbcglobal.net
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When the church needs a new roof 
or the local food bank needs dona-
tions, we jump at the chance to give 

for the sake of the need. It’s part of our human 
nature — we identify a need, and we want to 
give of our time, talent, and treasure to help. 

But as a stewardship people, we are called 
to give of ourselves not simply because the 
Church has needs, but because each of us has a 
need to give. As the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops states in its pastoral letter on 
stewardship, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 
“We need to give our money to individuals and 
families in need, to the Church, and to other 
worthwhile charitable organizations because 
giving money is good for the soul and because we 
need to return thanks to a loving God for all of the 
many blessings each of us has received” (67).

As fellow members of the Body of Christ, 
created in God’s image, we should strive to go 
beyond simply co-existing with one another on 
earth. The life we live should be fueled by love for 
each other. This love should dictate how we live — 
by giving of ourselves. 

Jesus Christ showed us the perfect example 
of this self-giving love when He died on the cross. 
His death was a completely selfless act. He gave of 

Himself for our sake, offering us — through that 
gift — life everlasting. 

As Christ’s disciples, we follow His example, 
and we give of ourselves for the sake of others, out 
of love and an inherent need to give. 

That’s not to say that we gain nothing through 
our gifts. In fact, in His goodness, God sees to 
it that we do. Most of us have experienced what 
happens when we give of our time, talent, or 
treasure. We feel as though we get more out of it 
than we give. If you speak to someone who serves 
at the soup kitchen or someone who has made 
it a regular practice to tithe to the Church, you 
are likely to find that he or she feels blessed to be 
able to give. As the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops points out, “To be a Christian disciple is 
a rewarding way of life, a way of companionship 
with Jesus, and the practice of stewardship as a 
part of it is itself a source of deep joy. Those who 
live this way are happy people who have found the 
meaning and purpose of living” (Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, 21). 

Find out for yourself. Get involved in a 
ministry. Make a commitment to put some money 
in the collection basket next Sunday. Don’t wait to 
find out if there is a need — give of yourself right 
now. You will be richly blessed for doing so.

Stewardship: A Need to Give
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If you would like more information or to register for Camp Xavier, please contact 
Director of Youth Ministry Ashleigh Martin at ashleigh@sfxstillwater.org. The 
cost for the week is $10/student and includes a t-shirt and dinner each night. 

When it comes to hosting our new 
summer youth ministry program, 
Camp Xavier, it's about meeting 

our youth where they're at and helping to 
build their conviction in the Catholic faith.

“So many of our young people are strong in 
their faith, but they don't have the words, and 
often the courage, to share that with those around 
them," Fr. O'Brien says. "That needs to change."

Camp Xavier is a week of prayer and Catholic 
apologetics, which will take place at 6 p.m. 
each evening, from Monday, July 22 through 
Thursday, July 25, in the youth lounge. Designed 
for incoming seventh through 12th-graders, the 
nights will include teaching from Fr. O’Brien, 
testimonies from Catholic teens, and opportunities 
for Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 

The primary goal of the events is to help 
students grow in their understanding of our 
Catholic beliefs and their ability to share them 
with others. 

“Our students wanted to go deeper and they 
wanted to get to know more about their faith,” 
says Director of Youth Ministry Ashleigh Martin. 
“They want to learn more of why we do what we 
do, so they can defend it to their peers.”

“Our Catholic middle and high school students 
are a religious minority in their schools and 
communities,” Fr. O’Brien adds. “We want to 
give them an opportunity to encounter Jesus 
Christ and to know their faith better in order to 
evangelize their friends and defend their faith 
when it's challenged. We plan to cover some of the 
more difficult teachings of the Church. We'll cover 
what the Church teaches about human sexuality, 
the Eucharist and the Communion of Saints. All 
of these are critical to the faith, and are topics 

about which our young people have questions.”
Prayer will also be a focus of the evenings, 

giving students a chance to spend time in the 
Presence of Christ in Eucharistic Adoration 
each night, as well as receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

“We want them to encounter Jesus Christ!" Fr. 
O'Brien says. "What better way to encounter Him 
than to go to Him directly in the Eucharist and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation?”

“Our kids love adoration, “ Ashleigh adds. 
“They enjoy that time, just sitting there in the 
Presence of Jesus.”

In addition, Camp Xavier is a chance for our 
young people to meet and connect with peers 
who share their beliefs. 

“It will certainly be a community builder,” 
Fr. O’Brien says. “So often, young Catholics 
feel alone and unsupported to live out their 
faith. We see Camp Xavier as an opportunity to 
change that.”

Ashleigh encourages middle and high school 
students to consider attending Camp Xavier, 
whether they already come to events often, or 
this would be their first experience of youth 
ministry at St. Francis Xavier. 

“We’re going to learn and we’re going to have 
fun doing it,” Ashleigh says. “I think there will be 
something for everybody.

“I hope that [our teens] gain a deeper 
understanding of our faith and grow closer to 
Jesus Christ and one another during the week,” 
she adds. “I think it’s going to be amazing."

“Opportunities like this don't come around 
very often,” Fr. O’Brien says. “Camp Xavier has 
the potential to set up a young person for greater 
faith and more effective evangelization."

Building Our Youth in the Faith 
During Camp Xavier

mailto:ashleigh@sfxstillwater.org
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prayers of their faith community.”
This ministry of care is open to any adult 

parishioner who has been previously trained as 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. 
Ministers may choose the day and time that works 
best for both their schedule. They bring the Eucharist 
to individuals who are homebound, hospitalized or 
residing within assisted living facilities.

“You’re able to do things on your own time with 
this ministry, making it easy to fit into anyone’s 
schedule,” Marilyn says. “Some of us go during the 
week while others bring Holy Communion on the 
weekend. Our goal is to ensure that everyone receives 
Holy Communion at least once a week if they desire.”

In this way, Homebound Ministers are able to 
truly become the hands and feet of Christ, bringing 
His Body to those who oftentimes suffer greatly 
— be it from physical ailments or loneliness. Yet, 
it’s not only the sick and homebound who benefit 

from the ministry, says Marilyn, for ministers 
often receive far more themselves through the 
great reverence and joy demonstrated by those 
they’ve come to serve. It rejuvenates their own 
faith, reminding them of how incredible of a gift the 
Eucharist truly is.

“I just don’t know quite how to describe it,” 
Marilyn says. “It is just an overwhelming feeling 
of joy to be able to serve like this — to see the 
tremendous gratitude in their faces, knowing 
that you’ve remembered them and have come to 
share the Eucharist with them. There have been 
so many times when I’ve brought Communion to 
someone and they’ve just cried because they are 
so happy to receive the Eucharist. It makes me 
appreciate the Eucharist so much more, drawing 
me closer to Him because I know that I need 
to prepare myself in order to more adequately 
become His instrument to others.”

Bringing Christ to Others through 
the Homebound Ministry  continued from front cover

We invite parishioners to consider becoming a Minister of Holy Communion to our sick and 
homebound parishioners. If you are interested in joining this privileged ministry, please 

contact Marilyn Seiler at either 405-334-1630 or marilynseiler72@gmail.com. 

mailto:marilynseiler72@gmail.com

